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Local News: 
Water outage 

By Samuel Marquez 

 

On Saturday night, September 7, 2019, between 9:30 and 10:00 p.m. a 
water main broke. The location of the break was at Commercial Street and North 
Avenue E. This led to low water pressure, and then, no water at all, around 
Portales. Many businesses had to close because of the water outage. After the 
break was repaired, people were told to boil their water before drinking it, in case 
the water was contaminated.  

 
This led Portales Schools to close on September 9th, because of the 

awareness of the water possibly being dirty.  When students came back on the 
10th, there were trash bags on the water fountains so that children didn’t interact 
with the water fountains during the boiling order. Luckily, the water main was 
repaired and the boiling order was eventually lifted.  

 
The reason the aging pipeline broke was because it was poorly installed 

and has continually caused outages over recent years. According to an interview 
in The Eastern New Mexico News, City Manager Sammy Standefer said that 
about 5 miles of pipelines need  to be replaced in the future.  
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School News 

 
Elections 

By Mykenzie Sanchez 
Photos by Mrs. Meeks 

RAMbassador elections were held on 

Wednesday August 21, 2019. The 

candidates included Myleigh Banda 

(7th), Addie Griffith (7th), Adrienne 

Ruiz (7th), and Sabrina Tivis (8th). 

Sabrina was voted class president for 

both seventh and eighth grade 

because there was only one eighth 

grader in the running. 

 

 
 

Candidates and their campaign 

managers:  Destiny Blackwell, Addie 
Griffith, Abby Ontiveros, Sabrina Tivis, 
Audrey Paden, Myleigh Banda, Mariah 
Velasco, Adrienne Ruiz.  
 

2019-2020  
PJHS Student Body Officers: 

Bree Tivis - President 
Myleigh Banda - Vice President 

Addie Griffith - Treasurer 
Adrienne Ruiz - Secretary 

 
  

  
                                                                        The candidates take a picture after their speeches. 
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Sports 
 

Ram Soccer:  Great Improvement for the Team  
By Cael Grawrock  

Although the Rams Soccer team has not won a game yet, their coach is still 
optimistic. He stated, “We have improved, I'm not concerned with the score until the 

district games, only the effort.” The Rams have played 8 games so far, with only three of them at home. 
Coach Aunan said that the games have been good and the level of effort is high. He does think that they 
could be shooting more shots. The conditioning that is required of the players is helping their game by 
building endurance and helping them get better at their sport. .   
 

 

Volleyball 
Photo by PJHS Yearbook Staff 

By Adri Ruiz  
The 7th A team won the volleyball tournament on 

8-23-19. Since then they have won 3 games and lost 1. The 7th 
grade B team was 3rd in the tournament and has won 1 game and 
lost 3 games. Their next tournament is in Clovis, NM, at Yucca 
Middle School. Mykenzie Sanchez stated, “I like volleyball, it is 
my favorite sport. I play because it is a thing in the family and 
I’m just trying to bring on the tradition.”  The coach for the 7th 
grade girls is Ms. Roberts.  
 
8th grade coach: Coach Bucksath shared the following 
information: 

Why do you like being a coach? I love being a coach because it allows interaction with the kids 
outside of  the classroom. It gives me a chance to get to work with the girls in learning to improve on 
something they love and have a real interest in. 

Why are the girls set up the way they are? We set up  in a way that best covers the court for 
defense so that the opposing team will have a harder time scoring.  For Offense we set up so that we 
have the best options to score on the opponent. 

What are the standings of the teams to this point?  8A  8-2 we won the PJHS Invite and won 
Consolation in Hobbs Freshman Tournament. 
8B   7-3 We came in 3rd in PJHS invite, won our pool in the West Las Vegas Jamboree. 
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Football 
 By Juan Dominguez & Angelique Ennis 

 
According to the 7th grade football coach, Mr. Rodriguez, his plans for the football team are to 

“see them be successful.”  
 
On a 9/17/19 FB post, Coach Horton shared the following information: “PJHS 7th boys football 

beat Marshall today 38-12. 4-0 on the season. Proud of my boys and coaches. 2 more games to go and 
then we host the championship game. Go Rams!!!” 

 
Interviews with some of the football players found they all had different reasons for playing 

football.  For example, Bradley Aguilar and Tommy Lopez said they just want to stay active. Paxton 
Culpepper stated that he plays football because he’s good at it. Dallas Lozano says that the reason he 
plays football is to “do something bigger.”  He also stated that he wants to see the team go undefeated. 
He thinks they can do this with solid teamwork. Jacob Valencia stated that he wants to reach the NFL. 
Another player,  Oliver, stated that he likes football because he likes to tackle people and represent his 
school. Nehemiah stated that he wanted to go to the NFL and be famous.  

 
We hope they can reach their goal and go to the championships.!  GO RAMS! 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 

Top Photos by PJHS Yearbook 
staff 
Bottom photo by Mrs. Culpepper, 
parent of player, Paxton Culpepper  
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Human Interest/Organizations 
 

 Pep Rally 
September 12 

 By: Angelique Ennis 
Photos by Adrienne Ruiz  

The PJH pep rally on September 12, 2019 
was an amazing experience. It was a great 
way to raise school spirit. The pep rally was 
in the PJH school gym and at 1:15 pm. The 
entire school, students and teachers, all 
assembled in the gym. Each of them were 
challenged in a different activity against 
each other.  
 

Many students and teachers enjoyed the pep rally.  
 
 Cheerleader Emilee Berry says that 
she had a great time but she cheered 
most of the time. Adrian Martinez 
stated, “I enjoyed it.” Mrs. Morgan 
stated, “I thought it was great! I 
would like to thank Mrs. S. Meeks.”  
 
I hope that they have many more to 
come. 
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Dance 
Rambassadors are hosting the first school dance which will be on 
Friday, October 4 from 6-9 pm in the PJH cafeteria.  
There is a $3 charge at the door and a concession stand will be 
open.  
Students MUST be picked up by an adult. They will not be allowed 
to ride or walk home no matter how close they live ...because we 
love them and want to be safe! 

 
FCCLA  

By Thomas Villalobos 
 
FCCLA stands for Family Career Community Leaders of America.  They participate in fundraisers, 
community service, and projects.  Some types of community service they will participate in this year is 
painting the curbs here at PJHS, as well as painting the parent pickup lines.  Their district competition is 
in December, while state competition is in March.  The types of competition they participate in are 
human services, hospitality and tourism, education and training, and visual arts and design. Their 
sponsor for the year is Mrs. Hightower. You don’t have to be a student in her class in order to participate 
in this organization!  Check it out! 
 

 

FFA 

By Jordan Pacheco 

 
According to Mr. Arguello (the FFA teacher) FFA stands for Future Farmers of 

America. The types of competition they judge livestock and crops. If they win they will 

receive a trophy. If they get first place they will go to nationals in Indiana. They spend 

many hours preparing with a judging rubric to help them get ready for their competitions. 

 

In the past, PJHS FFA teams have done very well. Wishing them the best of luck in 

their competitions. 
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Band 
By Samuel Marquez & Cael Grawrock 

 
Band Members and fans, mark your calendars for these major events! 

October 18, 2019 - PJHS Band will be joining the High School band for Band Night at the High 
School game. They will be performing in the stands and at half-time 

 
Our Christmas Concert will be held Dec. 10th, at 6pm, at the PHS Performing Arts Center. 
 
 December 14:Honor band audition will be held in Clovis, NM. Members of the PJHS Band will 
audition for placements in the state's best junior high band. Last year we had 3 students 
participate in the band and this year we are rooting for more! 
 

Mr.Flores’ Thoughts 
Mr. Flores’ favorite event that is going to happen is the Greater Southwest Music 

Festival. He chose this field as a music teacher because he loves music as well as teaching. 
One might say this is his passion! His thoughts on the competitions that are going to happen 
this year is that everyone will be fine as long as they be sure to prepare and practice. He feels 
good about his students this year! 

 
Band students’ opinions 

Jairo: “Band is amazing! It's a great way to communicate with other people.” 
Uziel: “All of the songs are good.” 

Band student 1: “ I wish I could do drums too.” 
Band student 2: “You get to get out of class every so often.”  

 
MESA 

By Samuel Marquez & Juan Dominguez 
 

Major Events/competitions: Electrical car, Sumobots, Roborave (multi category), and MESA 
day (model house) 
What is MESA? MESA is short for Math, Engineering, Science, and Achievement. MESA is 
about competing against other schools along with your team of students to see who is best at 
certain types of problem solving. This is one way  to see who can create the best design by 
using engineering, math, and science skills. 
Continued on pg 8 
 

     
 
  



The Newsletter  pg.8 

MESA Continued: 
Mrs. Sills, the MESA sponsor,  thought it would be fun to sponsor MESA because she was 
friends with the previous MESA sponsor,  Mrs. Hults,  and Mrs. Hults thought it was fun! She is 
a little nervous on RoboRave because she doesn’t have much experience with programming, 
but she still has hope in her students. She said her thoughts about which students may have 
the best chance of succeeding  is dependent on whether or not the students use their best 
effort. Mrs. Sills said that her favorite competition is going to be SumoBot. 
Their first competition is going to be on November 23rd and it is going to be taking place in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

 

     Students of the Month
By:Angelique Ennis 

                                Audrey Paden 
 

Audrey Paden is one of the 8th grade students of 
the month. She was elected by the PJH school 

teachers. She stated that she wants to, “Do better 
at everything!” including her grades and sports. 

Audrey feels that she received this award because 
she is a good student.  She says she is “never late 
to class” and she “never disrespects teachers”. She 
states that she wants to make sure that everyone is 
having a good time and enjoying junior high school. 

 
 

 
 
  

Addie Griffith 
 
Addie Griffith is one of the 7th grade students of the 
month. She was selected by the teachers of PJH. 
She states that she probably earned the award 
because she works really hard and is a leader. She 
also states that being a leader means she can show 
PJH students that “they can be strong and 
confident.”  
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Paige Yazzie  
 
 Paige Yazzie is one of the 8th grade students of the 

month. She was also selected by the PJH school 
teachers. She states that she wants school to “be 
more fun” and “to get more involved.''  

 
 

Tya 
Rippee 

Tya Rippe is one of the students who was 
selected for student of the month by the PJH 
teachers. The qualities that helped her earn this 
selection are being responsible and hardworking. 
She is excited to have been selected as one of the 
students’ of the month.  

 
 

According to the criteria which teachers have been given for Student of the Month, 

they are looking for students who display characteristics and standards that should 

be spotlighted and promoted. This includes leadership skills, kind and caring, 

healthy lifestyles, and many other traits that would make them good role models 

for others!  Several students are nominated each month, but only two from each 

grade level can be selected.  Congratulations to these students for being our first 

for the 2019-2020 school term!  
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Entertainment 

 
Word of the Month:  

Triskaidekaphobia is the fear of Friday the 13th.  
Selenophobia is the fear of the moon.  

What would you call the fear of a full moon on Friday the 13th? 

 
 

Quote of the Month: 
 “No one can make you feel inferior 

 without your consent.” 
-Eleanor Roosevelt  
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           Do you have a shout out to a friend, teacher, or co-worker?  See one of 
the Newsletter Student Staff members, or send an email to Mrs. Prince to have 
your shout out included in the next Newsletter! 
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September 2019 

 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

 

1 2 
No School! 

3 
Football-7th 
vs Yucca 

4 
 

5 6 
Evacuation 
drill 
Hat, hoodie, 
cell phone 
buy-in 

7 

8 9 
No school 

10 
Football & 
Volleyball 
games 

11 12 
Football-8th 
vs 
Alamogordo 
Volleyball 
game 
Pep Rally 

13 
Yearbook 
Photos 

14 

15 16 
Crazy 
hat/hair day 

17 
Twin day  
Football-7th 
vs. 
Marshall 
 

18 
Blast from 
the Past 
 

19 
Nerd day  
Football-8th 
vs. 
Alamogordo 
Mtn. View. 

20 
Home- 
coming 
Ram Pride 
day 
Area 51 raid 

21 
Volleyball- 
Texico  
Classic 

22 23 
 

24 
Football- 7th 
vs. Yucca 

25 
 
 

26 
Football-8th 
vs. 
Hagerman 
 
Volleyball - 
vs 
Lovington 

27 
 

28 
ENMU 
Home- 
Coming 
Parade 11 
Game 6:00 

29 30 
9 wks Tests 
begin 

OCT. 1 
Volleyball 
vs. Texico 
Football- 7th 
vs. Yucca 

2 3 4 
School 
Dance 
6-9 pm 

5 

Calendar created by Adri Ruiz 

     
 
  


